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EXPOS 231 & 232: Segregation and Boston Schools: The Fight for Equality  
Ariane Mary Liazos, Lecturer on Social Studies, Curriculum Fellow and Preceptor, Harvard College Writing Program
Tuesday and Thursday 1-2pm (230) or 2-3pm (231)
Over sixty years after the Supreme Court ruled that “separate but equal” schools are unconstitutional, segregation is on the rise. Today, despite widespread evidence that integrated education increases student learning and reduces prejudice, American public schools are increasingly divided by class and race. In this course, we investigate attempts to achieve educational equality in Boston, focusing on the decision to use busing to desegregate the public schools in the 1970s and the wave of violent opposition that followed. Throughout the semester, we undertake “engaged scholarship,” combining academic learning and community engagement by collaborating with Bostonians directly affected by these historical events – we partner with history teachers and students at a neighborhood high school in the Boston Public Schools (BPS) system – and by focusing on communication with diverse audiences through writing, speaking, and visual presentation. 

To ground our understanding of the complex issues we will wrestle with, we begin with a journalist’s Pulitzer Prize winning account of school integration in the 1970s, contrasting the perspectives of black and white families. We next examine historical debates on the causes of the “antibusing” movement and pedagogical debates about how to teach controversial and contested historical topics. For the final project, we have the opportunity to further investigate these topics and other current challenges around educational equity facing BPS. In thoughtful collaboration with our community partners and through research, we design lesson plans for a high school course on desegregation and prepare arguments for why the various plans might be effective. We not only delve into the remarkable written and visual materials in Harvard’s libraries but also conduct conversations with teachers and students at Brighton High School. The class culminates in a “Civics Fair” (held at Harvard’s Education Portal serving residents of the Allston and Brighton neighborhoods) in which students present their lesson plans and engage with our partners at Brighton High and other community members.

PLEASE NOTE: The “Engaged Scholarship” components of this course include three required meetings outside class time that have been tentatively scheduled in March and April: a panel discussion held on Harvard’s campus with teachers from Brighton High (March 7 from 7:00-8:30 PM); a visit to Brighton High (students have the option of visiting on either April 5 from 7:45-10:45 AM or April 7 from 11:15 AM-2:15 PM); and a “Civics Fair” Hosted by the Harvard Ed Portal (April 28 from 10:30 AM-1:30 PM).
	
SOC-ST 68CT: The Chinese Immigrant Experience in America
Nicole Newendorp, Lecturer in Social Studies
Wednesday 1-3pm
Uses the history of Boston’s Chinatown as a case study to examine the experiences of Chinese immigrants in the U.S. from the 1880s until the present. Employs historical, anthropological, and sociological perspectives to examine major themes related to the social and economic development of U.S. Chinatowns and Chinese immigrant communities throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. This course is an activity-based learning course, limited to students who are concurrently participating in a Harvard-affiliated service program in or around Boston’s Chinatown. Class discussions and assignments will make active links with students’ service work. Open to students in all concentrations.

Visit the course website to learn more about the course project.

SPANSH 59 & 59H: Spanish and the Community & Spanish for Latino Students II: Connecting with Communities
María Parra-Velasco, Senior Preceptor in Romance Languages and Literatures
Tuesday & Thursday 10-11:30am (59) and 1-2:30pm (59H)
59: An advanced language course that examines the richness and complexity of the Latino experience in the US while promoting community engagement as a vehicle for greater linguistic fluency and cultural understanding. Students are placed with community organizations within the Boston area and volunteer for four hours a week. Class work focuses on expanding students' oral and written proficiency in Spanish through discussing and analyzing readings, arts, and films by and about Latinos in the US.

59H: An advanced language course for Spanish heritage learners that aims to: strengthen students’ oral and written linguistic range, with emphasis on Spanish use for academic contexts; and to further develop students’ critical language and social awareness around important issues for Latinos in our globalized era: Spanish as global language, identity, language rights, global migration and labor, U.S.-Latino America relations, food and environment, the ’war on drugs’. Students explore these topics through various genres (newspapers and academic articles, debates, literary essays, short novels, poetry, visual art, film and music) and through 4 hours a week of community service.

PSY 1009: Psychology of Women 
Nicole Noll, Lecturer on Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexuality
Tuesday & Thursday, 10-11:30am
How does being a woman affect our behavior, our evaluations of ourselves, and our interactions with others? This course examines psychological science on women and girls in western industrialized societies, addressing such topics as gender stereotypes, girlhood, women and work, relationships, pregnancy and motherhood, mental health, violence against women, and women in later adulthood. We will consider these topics through an understanding of gender as a social construction, being mindful of the intersections of gender, sexuality, class, and race. Although focused on women’s lives and experiences, this course is highly relevant to people of all genders.

SOCIOL 130: Higher Education Policy and Service: On Campus and Beyond
Manja Klemencic, Lecturer on Sociology
Tuesday & Thursday, 11am-12pm
This Undergraduate Engaged Scholarship Course seeks to integrate the scholarship on sociology of higher education with (i) the service work that Harvard undergraduates conduct at Harvard for other students and for the University, and (ii) their political work in the area of higher education policy and regulation. Students’ grasp of basic theories and concepts in sociology of higher education will be reinforced through their experiential learning in two distinct yet related spheres of student engagement. One is the students’ engagement in University policy and service. The other is the students’ engagement with state and federal higher education policy and regulation; student groups at other colleges and universities; and educational foundations and think-tanks. Active involvement of community partners from within the University and beyond is one integral part of the course. The other is students’ participatory action research.

HEB 1700: Human Evolutionary Biology in Society
Bridget Alex, Associate Concerntration Advisor
Tuesday 7-9pm
What are the key concepts in Human Evolutionary Biology? Why and how should we share these concepts with society and other disciplines? This course will explore the challenges, methods, and impacts of outreach in Human Evolutionary Biology. In the first unit, students will identify fundamental concepts of HEB and how the are (mis)understood in public discourse, policy, and other fields. Then, we will review methods of conducting and evaluating outreach by reading studies and critiquing real examples. We will discuss how scientists engage with different audiences, from K-12 students to policy makers, and through different outlets, such as public lectures, pop-science writing, consulting positions, citizen science programs, and online platforms. We will also investigate how HEB can inform other fields like medicine, global health, environmental policy, economics, and education. In the final unit, students will design, carry out, and evaluate an outreach project in small groups. Possible projects include teaching a lesson to K-12 students, leading an activity table at a museum, or creating a public blog. Students will produce final reports, which summarize their project, its predicted and observed outcomes, and recomendations for future iterations. For HEB Concentrators, HEB 1700 counts as Junior Research Seminar or upper-level HEB elective.


SOC-STD 68HJ: Justice in Housing
P. MacKenzie Bok, Lecturer on Social Studies
Wednesday 4-6pm
How do theories of justice deal with the problem of housing?  What use does American housing policy and politics make of ideas about “fairness” and “justice”?  This course will juxtapose contemporary philosophical debates about distributive justice with current concrete problems in housing policy, using the Boston/Cambridge area as a case study.  Seminars will feature guests from a number of local housing-focused organizations, and students’ final papers will assess real housing policy examples in light of a chosen framework of justice.  As this is an Engaged Scholarship course, preference will be given to students involved in direct service to housing-insecure populations (whether in shelters, the public schools, urban summer camps, etc.).

SOCIOL 182: Law and Society
Ya-Wen Lei, Assistant Professor of Sociology
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday and Thursday 1-2pm
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote: “The life of the law is not logic, but experience.” While law school curriculum focuses on legal doctrine, law-in-action often diverges from law-on-the-books. For instance, although civil rights laws make workplace discrimination illegal, such laws are not often enforced. This gap between law-on-the books and law-in-action has prompted social-legal scholars to examine the latter more closely. Adopting a law-in-action approach, this course examines the relationship between law and society. We will survey major theoretical perspectives and empirical studies that analyze the dynamics between law and legal institutions and their social, political, economic, and cultural contexts. Topics that will be discussed include but are not limited to: (1) concepts and theories of law and society; (2) the experiences of different actors in the legal system, particularly, lawyers, judges, jurors, law enforcement agents, litigants, and citizens; (3) legal consciousness and legal culture; and (4) the relationship between law and social change.  A major focus of the course will be civil rights.  We will explore, for example, the extent to which court decisions on civil rights have brought about social change in the United States.
													
To learn more about the Mindich Program for Engaged Scholarship or about Engaged Scholarship courses, contact: 
Flavia C. Peréa, Director Mindich Program for Engaged Scholarship; 
Phillips Brooks House, Room 305; Ph: 617-495-3321 | E: flaviaperea@fas.harvard.edu
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